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CLASSROOM OBSERVATION TASK 7: Teacher´s “in-flight” decisions

Observe a lesson for which there is a detailed lesson plan. Keep a record of how closely the lesson follows the plan and answer the questions.
I did not have access to the actual lesson plan of the teacher; however, he shared the outline of the class. Even though it was not as detailed as a lesson plan, it was the best I could get. 
a. Are there any points when the actual lesson departs from the plan?
Yes. According to the lesson plan the teacher lent me for this task, she had planned to begin with a short review of the previous lesson and works with two pages of the students’ workbook. Additionally, she was going to finish the class with a worksheet about health as an introduction to the following unit. Unfortunately, the students took much more time for finishing the final activity of the book, than what she had expected, for they could not fully understand the text they had to read. Hence, she could not introduce the coming unit since she had to explain several times the questions they had to answer and wait for the students to finish.
b. Does the actual timing differ from the anticipated timing of the lesson?
As it was mentioned before, one of the activities the teacher had planned, took way much longer than she thought. However, the previous activities took only one or two minutes more than planned.
c. Can you account for these differences?
The differences existing between the planned activities and the how they were actually developed are principally related to the timing and how the teacher dealt with students’ understanding. I consider that the ‘in-flight’ decisions made by the teacher were somehow suitable for she was worried about all students understanding the content what they had to do. However, I think she could have more straightforward regarding the time.
d. If possible, talk to the teacher after the lesson. How does your account of the teacher´s “in-flight” decisions compare with his/her own?
When talking to the teacher about the decisions she made about leaving the final activity for the next lesson, she said that she was indeed concerned about all students being able to properly finish the activity before moving on. However, she was honest when saying that she completely forgot about the time and when she realized she could not do the final activity, it was too late so she decided to finish the class the way she did.




Taken from Thornbury, S. & Watkins, P. The CELTA Course. Cambridge University Press, 2008.

