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Bachman and Palmer’s model (1996)



LANGUAGE KNOWLEDGE
Organizational Knowledge: managing formal language 
structures

Grammatical 
 knowledge 

Allows the production, 
recognition and 

understanding of sentences.
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Phonology Vocabulary

Graphology



LANGUAGE KNOWLEDGE     Organizational Knowledge 
Textual 

 knowledge 

Allows comprehension and 
production of texts.

Cohesion Imaginative 
functions
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Language Knowledge
Pragmatic Knowledge: abilities for creating and interpreting 
discourse. 

Functional 
Knowledge

Sociolinguistic 
Knowledge

Knowledge of pragmatic 
conventions.

Knowledge of 
sociolinguistic 
conventions.



Strategic Knowledge 
Set of metacognitive components which allow language user 
being proficient in the following components:

   Goal Setting         Assessment         Planning

Identifying 
and 

choosing a 
task.

Language use 
in context. 

How we use the 
language 
knowledge.
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